Hodgkin's disease in the elderly. A series of 30 patients aged older than 70 years.
Thirty patients aged older than 70 years formed 6.9% of all cases of previously untreated Hodgkin's disease seen in Bordeaux Cancer Center over a 20-year period. The subtype of mixed cellularity was predominant in this age group (P = 0.00035). One patient received no treatment; 20 patients received primary chemotherapy (14 polychemotherapy); all but 2 of the 18 patients in clinical Stages I or II received radical radiotherapy. Median survival for all patients is 15 months. In five cases the treatment could be held responsible for death. Eleven patients died of Hodgkin's disease within a 36-month period. Five patients are alive and the nine other patients died from other causes. The disease-free survival figures showed that one third of the patients could be considered as cured.